Town of Ellisburg
Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes
November 7, 2024
Members of the board present: Doug Shelmidine, Don Goodnough, Mike Hubbard, Joel Bovee, Kurt Gehrke 
Member of the board absent: 
Others present:   Debbie Payne, Cindy Shaw, Bob Corron
Public: (per sign in sheet): Terrance McGraw, Lynn Shaw, Mary Bettinger

Regular Meeting called to order in the meeting room of the Town Hall at 7:00 pm by Supervisor Shelmidine.  

[bookmark: _Hlk56674372][bookmark: _Hlk132807481][bookmark: _Hlk132805433][bookmark: _Hlk146105342]Kurt Gehrke made a motion to accept the minutes from the previous meeting Mike Hubbard seconded, and all board members present voted in favor –Shelmidine, Goodnough, Hubbard, Bovee, Gehrke (5-ayes) 

Supervisor and Town Clerk monthly reports were submitted to the board for review.  

Floor opened to the public: 

Mary Bettinger addressed the board.  She would like to fix a headstone of a relative at Saxe cemetery.  Mary would also like to look into having the sign replaced on Route 3 at the site of the Battle of Big Sandy Hospital.  She also brought up concerns about the weight limit on Monitor Mills Bridge.

With nothing further, floor closed at 7:10pm

Public Hearing on the 2025 Town Budget was opened at 7:10pm.  

No public comment.

The Board reviewed the preliminary Budget.

With nothing further, public hearing closed at 7:20pm


RESOLUTION # 19

WHEREAS, a public hearing has been held this same date as published on the Preliminary 2025 Town Budget, and

WHEREAS, all persons wishing to be heard have been given the opportunity,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the 2025 Town Budget is hereby adopted by this Town Board 

TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF ELLISBURG Voting as follows:
Offered by:  	Donald Goodnough	 	
Seconded by:  Joel Bovee
Voting aye: Bovee, Goodnough, Shelmidine, Hubbard, Gehrke
Voting nay:  
Absent:  						 
Abstained:


RESOLUTION #20


RESOLVED, to reappoint Kirsten Abbott to Board of Assessment Review effective October 1, 2024 to expire on September 30, 2029

Offered by:  	Joel Bovee	 	
Seconded by:  Mike Hubbard
Voting aye: Gehrke, Hubbard, Shelmidine, Goodnough, Bovee
Voting nay:  
Absent:  						 
Abstained:

· Kurt Gehrke made a motion authorizing the Town Supervisor and Highway Superintendent to sign the amended Snow & Ice removal agreement.  Donald Goodnough seconded and all board members present voted in favor. 5-ayes.

RESOLUTION #21

BE IT RESOLVED, there will be NO pedestrians on Monitor Mills Bridge deck at any time.
Effective immediately.

Offered by:  Donald Goodnough
Seconded by: Joel Bovee
Voting aye: Bovee, Goodnough, Shelmidine, Hubbard, Gehrke
Voting nay:  
Absent:  						 
Abstained:


Supervisor’s Report:

· Supervisor is still working with DOT on the contract to receive additional monies.
· Received a call from the Belleville Henderson School Superintendent inquiring about purchasing salt from the Town as an Intermunicipal agreement.
· Supervisor received a letter from the Town Attorney pertaining to RPTL §487, Opt-out Law for tax exemptions on various renewable energy projects.  

After discussion by the board, Kurt Gehrke introduced the following, seconded by Mike Hubbard:

TOWN OF ELLISBURG
LOCAL LAW NO. 2 FOR 2024
A LOCAL LAW OPTING OUT OF TAX EXEMPTION
PROVIDED BY NY RPTL § 487

Article 1.  Statement of Authority.
The Town Board of the Town of Ellisburg, pursuant to the authority granted it under Section 487 of the Real Property Tax Law and the Municipal Home Rule Law of the State of New York, hereby enacts as follows:

Article 2. Statement of Purpose and Findings.
The Town Board of the Town of Ellisburg finds that it is in the best interest of the Town of Ellisburg and the  citizens and its ta base, to opt-out of the solar and wind energy or farm waste energy tax exemption in accordance with the provision contained at Real Property Tax Law Section 487(8), and enact legislation that no exemption under Real Property Tax Law Section 487 shall be applicable with the Town of Ellisburg with respect to any solar or wind energy system or farm waste energy constructed subsequent to the effective date herein.  It is the purpose of this local law to opt-out of the exemption provision of Section 487 of the Real Property Tax Law regarding exemption from taxation for certain solar or wind energy or farm waste energy systems.

Article 3. Enactment.
The Town Board of the Town of Ellisburg hereby enacts a local law of the Town of Ellisburg Code titled Solar/wind Energy and Alternate Energy Systems Opt-Out (RPTL 487) stated as follows:
Solar/Wind and Alternate Energy Exemption
Henceforth no exemption under Section 487 of the Real Property Tax Law shall be applicable in the Town of Ellisburg for solar and wind energy systems or farm waste energy systems, including, but not limited to micro-hydroelectric energy systems, full cell electric generating systems, micro-combined heat and power generating systems and electric energy storage systems.
Article 4. Severability.

If any part of this local law shall be found to be void, voidable, or unenforceable for any reason whatsoever, it shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any remaining section or provision of this law.

Article 5. Effective Date.
This local law shall become effective immediately upon filing with (a) NYS Secretary of State, (b) NYS Board of Equalization and Assessment and (c) the President of the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority.

· Motion was made by Kurt Gehrke, seconded by Mike Hubbard to hold public meeting on Local Law 2 of 2024 on December 5, 2024 at 7:10pm.  All board members present voted in favor. 5 ayes.


Highway Superintendent’s Report:

· Highway Superintendent discussed with the Board a couple of used trucks.  One of the current trucks the town owns has some electrical issues.

· Joel Bovee made a motion to purchase a 2024 Chevy Silverado 2500 crew cab with utility body.  Kurt Gehrke seconded and all members present voted in favor. 5 ayes.

· Discussed the sander/head gear for the truck.
· Last of the CHIPS work has been done.
· Tuesday will start the Highway department on 5 days/8 hours a day.
· Hobbs Road-discussed the options with FEMA.  FEMA will not pay for repairs unless it is marked temporary, taken out and replaced with a concrete bridge at which point FEMA would pay 70%, the State 12% and the Town would pay the remainder.


Assessor’s Report:

· Assessor received a letter from Joanne and Dale Wood.  They have been cleaning stones at the Giddingsville cemetery and would like the Town to purchase a specific cleaner for them to continue the project.
· Update on re-evaluation:  still need to do both Villages and the hamlets of Belleville and Woodville.
· 

The board audited and signed the prepared vouchers for:

Abstract No. 2024-11
Voucher # 411-467		$378033.69

[bookmark: _Hlk109217859][bookmark: _Hlk161913352]With nothing further, Councilman Bovee made a motion to adjourn at 8:25 pm. Seconded by Councilman Goodnough, all those present voting in favor-Shelmidine, Goodnough, Hubbard, Gehrke, Bovee (5 ayes) 


Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Payne
Debbie Payne, Town Clerk
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