Town of Ellisburg
Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes
August 7, 2025
Members of the board present: Doug Shelmidine, Mike Hubbard, Kurt Gehrke, Don Goodnough, Joel Bovee
Member of the board absent: 
Others present:   Debbie Payne, Cindy Shaw, Jonny Boenning-Deputy Highway Superintendent
Public: (per sign in sheet): Terrance McGraw, Lynn Shaw, Bill Cross, Mark Zehr, Francine Miranda, Kirsten Orum

Regular Meeting called to order in the meeting room of the Town Hall at 7:00 pm by Supervisor Shelmidine.  

[bookmark: _Hlk56674372][bookmark: _Hlk132807481][bookmark: _Hlk132805433][bookmark: _Hlk146105342][bookmark: _Hlk195705180]Mike Hubbard made a motion to accept the minutes from the previous meeting.  Kurt Gehrke seconded, and all board members present voted in favor- Gehrke, Hubbard, Shelmidine, Goodnough, Bovee (5-ayes)

Supervisor and Town Clerk monthly reports were submitted to the board for review.  

Floor opened to the public: 
· Terrance McGraw asked the board the status of the water supply as it has been so hot and dry.
· Bill Cross thanked the board for the letters that were sent to property owners in the resort districts about the dog law.

Floor closed.

Public Hearing on unsafe building at 7665 Benton Road opened at 7:10pm.

· Francine Miranda addressed the board. She is the owner of 7665 Benton Road.  Ms. Miranda asked of the board who determined the building/structure was unsafe.  The board discussed with Ms. Miranda about the engineering report and the status of the structure.

With all persons being heard, public hearing was closed at 7:20pm.


[bookmark: _Hlk206672216]RESOLUTION and ORDER #16

Removal of Unsafe Building/Structure Located at 7665 Benton Road

WHEREAS, the Town Board of Ellisburg has familiarized itself with buildings and/or structures located at 7665 Benton Road and considered an investigation report conducted by the Town’s Enforcement Officer, with exhibits, pertaining to the same pursuant to Local Law No.:1 of 2021 (Unsafe Building and Structures); and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board has conducted a Public hearing to determine whether the building and/or structure located at 7665 Benton Road is in violation of the Unsafe Building and Structures Law and is so dangerous and/or unsafe that it should be demolished and removed to protect the health, safety and welfare of the public in accordance with the Unsafe Building and Structures Law; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has considered comments provided at the Public Hearing, together with the Official Record and determines as follows:

1. The building/structure has been found to be dangerous and/or unsafe in that the foundation is not stable, windows broke out, side of the building completely open to the elements and access to the inside of structure, roof is compromised.  Refer to pictures, engineering reports and exhibits; as provided by the Unsafe Building and Structures Law Section 4.
2. The Town Board adopts the Inspection Report of the Enforcement Officer and the recommendation in respect thereto.
3. The building and/or structure shall be demolished and removed by persons having interests in the property and/or their designated agents, starting within seven (7) calendar days from date of the close of the Public Hearing and shall be completed within thirty (30) days thereafter, unless extended in writing by the Enforcement Officer.
4. The Town’s Enforcement Officer shall monitor all progress in regard thereto and report his/her findings, as needed, to the Town Supervisor and Town Clerk.
5. In the event that the Enforcement Officer shall determine that person having interests in the subject property have neglected and/or refused to comply with this Resolution and Order, then the Enforcement Officer shall take steps for demolition and removal of the offending building or structure with the use of Town employees, if available or with the use of a third-party.
6. The town Enforcement Officer shall document all costs and expenses incurred in connection with this matter and coordinate efforts with the Town Clerk to assess all costs and expenses thereof against the owners, and to require repayment/reimbursement of all costs and expenses of demolition and removal, including administrative, engineering and legal costs and expenses from persons having interest in the subject property.
7. In the event that repayment/reimbursement of costs and expenses of demolition and removal, including administrative engineering, and legal costs and expenses are not paid to the Town Clerk with thirty (30) days from billing, then Town Officers and/or agents and/or employees shall take all steps reasonable necessary to assess all costs and expenses and levy the same upon the real property from which such dangerous/unsafe building/condition has been removed/abated.
8. This Resolution and Order shall take effect immediately.

The foregoing Resolution and Order was offered by Board Member Kurt Gehrke, and seconded by Board Member, Mike Hubbard, and upon roll call vote of the Board was duly adopted as follows:
	Supervisor Doug Shelmidine	yes
	Joel Bovee				yes
	Kurt Gehrke				yes
	Michael Hubbard			yes
	Donald Goodnough			yes

Dated:  August 7, 2025				Debra L. Payne, Town Clerk


**** After discussion by the board, Kurt Gehrke made a motion to allow Ms. Miranda two (2) weeks to remove any personal items from the building before demolition starts.  Mike Hubbard seconded the motion and all board members voted in favor- Gehrke, Hubbard, Shelmidine, Goodnough, Bovee (5-ayes)


Supervisor’s Report:

· Reviewed quote to repair block wall at entrance of Highway Barn.  
****After discussion, Mike Hubbard made a motion to accept the quote, Donald Goodnough seconded and all board members present voted in favor- Gehrke, Hubbard, Shelmidine, Goodnough, Bovee (5-ayes)
· Advised the board that a check written to Suit Kote had been intercepted and altered.  Our bank caught it and everything has been straightened out.
· An invoice from charter communications for damaged equipment on Route 87 was received.  It is alleged that the Town hit the equipment with the mower.  The Town did not mow Route 87 until 2 days after the repairs were made.  Supervisor to check into the matter.
· Board reviewed South Jefferson Ambulance budget.  The Town’s portion would increase about $8,000.
· Reviewed copier quote.  The current copier is six years old.
· Board reviewed information from Bernier, Carr & Associates on the grant application/status for sand/salt shed.

Highway Superintendent’s Report:

· Leo Valley wants to put electric line across the road, he will need to dig up road.
· The new trucks are in
· Mike Connelly is not returning to work for the Town due to illness.  Looking to hire a full time employee.
· One of the pumps at the water plant is down so the Town is hooked into the Village of Mannsville water.
· Quote for pipe on Saxe Road was received.
· Edenhoffer Kenny on Wilder Road wants a drop inlet.  Board discussed the situation.
· Some cut brush fell off a Town truck and hit a vehicle.  A police report was filed and the insurance company notified.
· The roller will need replacing soon.  The drum keeps cracking because of fatigue.

Assessor’s Report:

· Nothing to report at this time.


The board audited and signed the prepared vouchers for:

Abstract No. 2025-8
Voucher # 323-368		$492030.23

****Kurt Gehrke made a motion at 8:00pm to enter into executive session to discuss contract information.  Mike Hubbard seconded.  

Board returned from executive session at 8:45pm.  No action taken.

[bookmark: _Hlk109217859]With nothing further, Councilman Bovee made a motion to adjourn at 8:45 pm. Seconded by Councilman Hubbard, all those present voting in favor- Shelmidine, Hubbard, Gehrke, Goodnough, Bovee (5-ayes)


Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Payne
Debbie Payne, Town Clerk
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