TOWN OF ELLISBURG

LOCAL LAW NO.1 of 2024

A LOCAL LAW TO CONTROL CONFINE AND LEASH DOGS WITHIN THE RESORT

DISTRICT OF THE TOWN OF ELLISBURG

SECTION I: TITLE

This local law shall be known as the "Local Law Relating to Controlling, Confining,
and Leashing Dogs Within the Resort District"

SECTION 2: PURPOSE

The Town Board of the Town of Ellisburg finds that the running at large and other
uncontrolled behavior of licensed and unlicensed dogs have caused, and may in
the future cause physical harm to persons damage to property and nuisances
within the Town's Resort District The purpose of this Local Law is to protect the
health, safety, and well being of persons and property by imposing restrictions on
the keeping and running at large of dogs within the Town's Resort District and
elsewhere, as noted.

SECTION 3: AUTHORITY

This Local Law is enacted pursuant to New York Agriculture and Markets Law
Section 122

SECTION 4: APPLICATION

This Local Law shall apply throughout the geographical boundaries of the Resort
District within the Town of Ellisburg This Local Law shall not apply to those
persons and/or entities identified and exempt pursuant to the provisions of New
York Agriculture and Markets Law Section 107(3) and 107(4) or outside the Resort
District, except as specified.

SECTION 5: DEFINITIONS

Agriculture and Markets Law: Means the Agriculture and Markets Law of the State
of New York.




Companion Animal or Pet: Means any dog or cat and shall also mean any other

domesticated animal normally maintained in or near the household of the owner
or person who cares for such other domesticated animal

Dangerous Dog: Means any dog which (a) without justification attacks a person
and causes physical injury or death or (b) poses a serious and unjustified
imminent threat of harm to one or more persons, or (c) without justification
attacks a service dog, guide dog or hearing dog and causes physical injury or
death

Dog: Means male and female licensed and unlicensed, members of the species
Cannis familaris

Dog Control Officer: Means any Law Enforcement Officer or individual appointed
by the Town Board, or Jefferson County Legislature to assist in the enforcement
of this law and Article 7 of the Agriculture and Markets Law or any authorized
officer, agent, or employee of an incorporated humane society or similar
incorporated dog protective association or other municipality under contract with
the Town to assist in the enforcement of this law and/or the Agriculture and Markets

Law

Harbor: Means to provide food or shelter to any dog.

Leash: Means a securely fastened restraint of not more than six (6) feet in length,
affixed to a collar or harness of sufficient strength to restrain a dog, and which is
held by a responsible person having the ability to control and restrain the dog

Owner: Means any person who harbors or keeps any dog In the event the owner
of such dog found to be in violation of this chapter shall be under eighteen (18)
years of age the head of the household in which said minor resides shall be
deemed to have custody and control of said dog and shall be responsible for any
acts of the subject dog and any violation of this Local Law and/or the Agriculture
and Markets Law.

Owner of Record: Means the person in whose name any dog was last licensed,
except that if any license is issued on application of a person under eighteen (18)
years of age, the owner of record shall be deemed to be the parent or guardian of




such person. If it cannot be determined in whose name any dog was last licensed
or if the dog is unlicensed the owner shall be deemed to be the owner of record
of such dog, except that if the owner is under eighteen (18) years of age, the owner
of record shall be deemed to be the parent or guardian of such person.

Person: Means any individual, corporation partnership, association, or other
organized group of persons, municipality, or other legal entity

Recreational Areas: Means any real property owned by or under the jurisdiction
and control of the Town which is used for recreational purposes by the public
including but not limited to, parks or playgrounds.

Run at Large: Means to be in a public place or be on private lands without the
knowledge consent and/or approval of the owner of such lands.

Town: Means the Town of Ellisburg.

SECTION 6. REGULATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS

A. It shall be unlawful for any owner of any dog in the Resort District of the Town
to permit or allow such dog to run at large within the Resort District unless the
dog is properly restrained by an adequate leash and is accompanied by a
responsible person having the ability to control and restrain the dog.

B. It shall be unlawful for a dog to be on public property or on private property
within the Resort District without the consent of the owner and/or the person in
possession of such private property unless the dog is effectively restrained in
the immediate custody and control of its owner (or other permitted, responsible
adult having the ability to control and restrain the dog) by an adequate leash
not exceeding six (6) feet in length. A person owning, possessing and/or
harboring a dog which is not so restrained with or without knowledge consent,
and/or fault of such person shall be guilty of violating this Local Law.

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to tether, leash, fasten, secure, restrain,
chain, or tie a dog to any stationary object outdoors or cause such dog to be
restrained in a manner anywhere within the Town which:

1. Restricts such dog's access to suitable food, potable water, and dry
ground;

2. Does not provide such dog with shelter appropriate to its breed, physical
condition, and the climate;



3. Unreasonably limits the movement of such dog because the restraint is
too short for the dog to move around or for the dog to urinate or defecate
in an area which is separate from the area where the dog must eat, drink,
or lie down.

D. No person shall tether, leash, fasten, secure, restrain, chain, or tie a dog to any
object, device, collar anywhere within the Town that:

1. Is a choke collar, pinch collar, prong collar, or similar collar that restrains
the dog in such a manner that it impairs the flow of oxygen or blood to
the dog and/or which may cause choking or substantial discomfort to the
dog.

2. Is embedded, partially embedded, or may become embedded in the
dog's skin;

3. Has weights attached or contains links that are more than 1/4 inch thick.

4. Weighs more than 12.5% of the dog's total body weight, and in no case
to exceed fifteen (15) pounds for any dog.

5. Would allow the restrained dog to move over an object, including any
fencing, barrier, or edge that could result in the strangulation of, or injury
to, such dog.

SECTION 7. PROPERTY OWNER RESPONSIBILITY

In the event the owner, possessor, and/or harborer of any animal which violates
or is accused of violating, this Law is not the owner of the property where said
animal is being possessed and/or harbored (as may be the case with
landlord/tenant properties or properties which are being utilized for short term
rental purposes through companies such as AirBnB ) the legal owner of said
property shall be subject to joint and several liability for any damages, costs, or
fees associated with the offending animal. Such liability shall include any fines
assessed by a Court of appropriate jurisdiction.

SECTION 8. ENFORCEMENT

This Local Law shall be enforceable by all Police Officers and Peace Officers within
the Town of Ellisburg and any other Dog Control Officer.

SECTION 9. EFFECTIVE DATE

This local law filled on with the Office of the Secretary of State.






